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2021 TERM 3
Week 7

Remote Learning

Week 8

Remote Learning

Week 9
Monday 6th September
Thursday 9th September
Friday 10th September

Grade 1 Science Discovery Do Incursion
Grade 6 Camp
State School Spectacular Dress Rehearsal
State School Spectacular Dress Rehearsal

Week 10
Monday 13th September
Tuesday 14th September
Wednesday 15th September
Friday 17th September

Musical Dress Rehearsal
Grade 6 Parliament Incursion
District Athletics
Last Day of Term—2.30pm finish

Principal
CAMPING PROGRAM
We are still anticipating our students attending camps this year; however, we will continue to monitor
the situation and advise you accordingly.
GRADE 6 CAMP Term 3 Week 9: Monday 6th September to Wednesday 8th September
The Year 6 camp, covid restrictions permitting, will be held in Trafalgar at the Summit Camp site.
Students will participate in adventure activities such as: abseiling, orienteering, bushwalking and rock
climbing.

GRADE 5 CAMP Term 4 Week 2: Monday 13th October to Wednesday 15th October
The Year 5 camp will be held at the Phillip Island Adventure Resort. Students will participate in
adventure activities such as: abseiling, orienteering, bushwalking and rock climbing.
CHOCOLATE DRIVE
Thank you to parents who have returned monies for the chocolates. Please keep an eye on Xuno for a
new payment option during this lockdown period.
HOME READING
With parents well into the swing of home schooling, I have included an article below as a reminder of
what you can do for your child/ren at home to support their reading.
An important thing to understand about ‘reading’ is there are different parts or elements to it. The most
obvious part is what teachers call ‘decoding’ – being able to see letters of the alphabet, attach a sound to
those letters and ‘say the words’. Many students at Templeton in the lower grades are becoming
excellent ‘decoders’. They recognise many common words, they run words together in phrases and they
pause at full stops, so that the reading aloud sounds great. It is exciting to listen to your child read aloud

when they are doing all of those things. However, sometimes reading at home may seem quick if this is
the only focus. We don’t want to give the message to our children that ‘reading’ is about saying the
words on each page as quickly as we can, then closing the book and we’re done!

This is because another important part of really reading, is making meaning from what we read. This
means that students should understand or comprehend what they have read. To ensure this, it is
important to talk to children about what they have read and we teach and expect students to think
about what is happening in a story while they are reading and to reflect on it at the end. This is where
parents can support children at home. When your child reads aloud to you at home, ask them questions
to get them thinking about what they have read. Books and reading provide a wonderful opportunity to
learn all sorts of life lessons. Children are exposed to characters making a plethora of good or bad
choices which make great discussion points about ways to treat other people and how the world works.

You can help your child greatly by discussing stories with them.
There are different kinds of questions you can ask your child during and after reading to help guide their
understanding. Questions which help to find answers that are directly stated in a book could start with:
What happened…? How many…? How did…? Who…? What is…? Which…?
Questions which help children to think a little more deeply and start to ‘read between the lines’ by
thinking about what the author is telling us may include:
Why did…? What was…? What do you think about…? Can you explain…? How was this similar to…?
We can help children to think even more deeply about what they are reading by discussing what they
think, feel and wonder about what they read. Some good questions to ask about this level of thinking
are:
How would you…? Do you agree…? What would have happened if…? How might…? What effect does…? If
you were…? What would you…?
As parents we have a big responsibility to support our children’s reading development. The best thing
that you can do to help your child is to make a daily time to enjoy books together. For the younger
students this means finding a time to sit on the couch together or snuggle up in bed to read together
each day.
Talking about the story with your child gives you an opportunity to see what they are taking in. What
extra information are they noticing in the pictures? Do the pictures help us to see why a character
behaves in a particular way? Do they help us to predict what might happen on the next page? Can your
child empathise with the characters (understand how they might be feeling)? Has your child ever been in
a similar situation?

Children need strong role models of what ‘good readers’ do too. Reading a picture story book aloud to
your child (or possibly a novel for older children), and pausing, ‘thinking aloud’, making predictions and
posing ‘I wonder if…’ type statements helps your child to see what good readers do. They stop, think and
reflect on what is happening as they read.
As a parent, you can have a big effect on how your child perceives reading – do they see you reading for
pleasure as well as to find an answer for a question you have? Have you read aloud to them your
favourite books from when you were their age? Catching a loved ones’ enthusiasm for reading rubs off!
Dr Seuss’ quote is a good one:
The more that you read,
the more things you will know.
The more that you learn,
the more places you’ll go.
Being able to read is a gateway to being a life-long learner, so let’s get behind our kids, support and

encourage them by giving them daily opportunities to practice and talk about what they are reading!
Have a great weekend.

Rod McKinlay
Principal

SHARE AND LET’S WIN!!
Mrs Siladi and I have entered this competition to try and win this wonderful outdoor play-based learning
space for our school. Please share and spread the word and fingers crossed we can win.

Mrs Siladi and Mrs Finn

Miss Exton

Miss Murphy

Mr Williams

Miss Sidhu

