Templeton Primary School’s
Acknowledgement of Country

We all have the right to be safe, happy and respected

60,000+ years ago to 1788
Australia’s First Peoples

THE FACTS
• 60,000+ years ago to 1788 Australia’s First Peoples lived in small family groups, with
each family group living in a defined territory, moving across the land depending on
the season and their needs for hunting and gathering
• The arrival of Lieutenant James Cook in 1770, and then Arthur
Phillip in 1788, marked the beginning of ‘white settlement’.
Aboriginal land was taken over by British colonists on the
premise that the land belonged to no-one (‘terra nullius’)
• Battles took place between the First Peoples and the settlers
and many First Peoples lost their lives and their way of life
• The Aborigines were not treated very well during the first 200
years after white settlement and it has taken a long time for the
non-indigenous Australians to recognise this fact and work
towards reconciliation

Question
Haven't Aboriginal people lost their land?
All areas of Australia have or had traditional owners, including where there are now large
cities.
Answer
Even though Aboriginal people may not live in a traditional way
on this land, they are still connected to it. In Aboriginal culture,
the meaning of ‘Country’ is more than just ownership or
connection to land and goes beyond the dictionary definition of
the word. It means homeland, tribal or clan area.
In Aboriginal culture ‘Country’ is a word for all the values,
resources and stories associated with an area and its features
from its creation.

Acknowledgement of Country - Original
Version
“We respectfully acknowledge the traditional owners and
Elders, both past and present, of the land, on which we come
together.
Knox, as we know it, was developed and continues to be
developed on the edge of the traditional lands of the
Wurundjeri and the Bunurong and we are privileged to stand
here.
We acknowledge the contributions of Indigenous Peoples
throughout history….today and tomorrow
We….. Indigenous Australians and non-Indigenous Australians
continue to work together to educate, unite and live in peace
on this beautiful land we all call home, Australia”.

Revised Version for ASSEMBLY
“We respectfully acknowledge the traditional
owners and Elders, both past and present, of the
land, on which we come together.
We are lucky to stand on the traditional lands of the
Wurundjeri (were-run- jury) and the Bunurong
(bun-ur-ong).
We acknowledge the contributions of Indigenous
Peoples in the past, present and future.
We….. Indigenous Australians and non-Indigenous
Australians continue to work together to educate,
unite and live in peace on this beautiful land we all
call home, Australia”.

Meaning Behind the Picture
The Rainbow Serpent came out of the Dreamtime to create
this land. It is represented by the snake and it forms the shape
of Australia, which symbolises how it created our lands. The
colour from the Rainbow Serpent is reflected on to the figure
to display our connection to the Rainbow Serpent, thus our
connection to country. The overlapping colours on the outside
is the Dreamtime. The figure inside the shape of Australia is a
representation of Indigenous Australians showing that this
country - since the dawn of time - always was, and always will
be Aboriginal land.
Reference info:
Artwork: Shape of Land by Tyrown Waigana
Commonwealth of Australia 2020 accessed 28th April 2021
https://www.naidoc.org.au/sites/default/files/files/2020naidoc-poster-colouring-in.pdf

