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Tuesday, 6th October, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you for all your support during our ‘Flexible and Remote Learning’ phase. 
 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming all Prep to Grade 6 students back to school on  
Monday 12th October. 
 
 
Our school’s three collective priorities for this term that align with government expectations are clear: 

1. supporting students’ mental health and wellbeing 
2. identifying those who need help catching up and extending those who have progressed 
3. preparing for successful transitions. 

 
Our school will continue to take the following steps to maintain a safe environment based on four key 
pillars: 

1. reinforcing COVID Safe behaviours, such as staying at home and getting tested when unwell, 
physical distancing and wearing masks 

2. creating COVID Safe spaces, including ensuring ventilation and regular cleaning 
3. promoting COVID Safe activities, such as limiting visitors to schools, and reducing mixing between 

groups 
4. responding to coronavirus (COVID-19) risk. 

 
To help prepare for a smooth transition back to school we have attempted to provide as much information as 
possible for our school community. Please be aware that information regularly changes and this information 
is correct as at this point in time. 

Attendance 
All students are expected to attend on site from Monday, 12th October. 
Exceptions may exist for medically vulnerable students. It is recommended that parents/carers of students 
with complex medical needs seek advice from the student’s medical practitioner to support decision-making 
about whether on-site education is suitable.  

Extended student absence during on-site learning provision 
When on-site learning is permitted, schools are not expected to provide remote and flexible learning where 
parents or carers of students elect to keep their child at home, except where this is based on medical advice. 

Face masks in schools 
All school-based staff must wear face masks at school. Schools must ensure that staff wear face masks when 
required.  
Teachers and education support staff are not required to wear face masks while teaching, but those who wish 
to do so can. 



Students 
Students who attend primary school, including students in Prep to Grade 6 who attend a P-12 school, are not 
required to wear a face mask. Students who are aged 12 or over by Grade 6 who are attending primary 
school are not required to wear face masks at school.  
 
Temperature screening  
Based on the advice of the Acting Deputy Chief Health Officer, given the current levels of community 
transmission in Victoria, mandatory temperature testing of all students on arrival to schools will not be 
required in Term 4.   
However, should community transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) increase, temperature checking may 
be reintroduced for some schools.   
 
School and classroom supplies 
When the children return to school we ask that families send back to school all student supplies. We ask that 
your child brings these supplies to school on their first day back at school. This includes exercise books, 
pencil cases and library books that were taken home by the children to assist them during their ‘Flexible and 
Remote Learning’. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions  
Now that we know the good news it’s time to get into some of the actual details of what needs to happen so 
that all students, staff and parents are kept safe as we return to school. Understandably, as we move into the 
new COVID-normal, things will look and be very different from our normal school routines.   
 

• Are parents / community members allowed on our school site? 
The short answer is a respectful ‘no’. The normal friendly and welcoming atmosphere at Templeton 
needs to be different for now. The Department of Education and Training (DET) has been very clear 
about this, and parents must drop off children at the gate. Our staff will be there to welcome students 
and help get them to class as needed. We will have additional staff on duty before and after school to 
assist the students. Only staff and students are allowed onto the school site at this stage.  
 
If your child is late to school or you need to collect your child prior to the end of the school day 
please call the office when you arrive at the gate and we will collect your child and walk them to 
class or bring them to you as required. 
 
Families using the Out of School Hours Care Program are permitted to enter the school grounds to 
sign their child / children into the program when they attend the program in the morning and sign 
them out when collecting their child / children at the end of the day. 
  

• What if I need to speak to my child’s teacher? 
We understand this is important, and teachers will be contactable via Xuno or phone. If the message 
is urgent please call the office, and the message will be passed on. WebEx meetings can be arranged 
for any meetings that are required. 
 

• My child only has a little ‘sniffle’ can they still come to school?  
In the past, children have sometimes attended school with a ‘slight cold’ or not feeling 100%. The 
Department of Education and Training (DET) has provided clear advice to schools and the 
community. Any child or staff member who is ill, no matter how minor it seems, should not come to 
school until they are completely well. Parents should also seek medical advice as required.  There is 
no room for any school to make exceptions about this; it’s in everyone’s best interests. If a child 
displays any symptoms parents will be notified immediately and asked to promptly collect their child 
from school. 
 



• Can children use the play equipment, share class equipment and sports equipment?  
Yes, children will be able to access all of these items. Students will be asked to wash their hands 
prior to and after sharing any equipment.  
 

• What steps will the school take to encourage ‘hygiene’ especially hand washing? 
As we know hand washing is one of the single most important things we can do to prevent the spread 
of any virus, especially COVID-19. Students will be required to wash their hands at routine times 
every day including, when they first go to class, after sharing equipment, before eating, after recess 
and lunch playtimes and any other time we feel it is necessary. Parents can support this by 
reinforcing the proper ’20 sec’ approach to washing hands before children return to school. Please 
note that the new toilets contain soap dispensers above the sinks. 
 

• Will students also use hand sanitiser?  
Yes, we will also use hand sanitiser when hand washing with soap is not possible.  Each classroom 
will have its own supply of sanitiser.  
 

• Can students use the drink taps (bubblers)?  
This is a definite ‘no’ and all students will need to have a named drink bottle with them at school 
every day. They can take them into the yard at play time and have them in class.  It is essential that 
drink bottles are labelled. These bottles need to be filled at home prior to the children arriving at 
school. Taps at school may be used to refill drink bottles. 
 

• Will we be able to hold our assemblies?  
Unfortunately, having our normal ‘Face to Face’ assemblies are not possible under the current 
restrictions. Our assemblies will be held via Webex and viewed in the classrooms.  
 

• Will there be Student of the Week awards? 
Yes, these will commence this term and be handed out by class teachers after our whole school 
assemblies. The names of these students will be published in our newsletter. 
 

• Will there be parent helpers in the classroom? 
Not at this stage. 
 

• What about choirs, music lessons, afterschool clubs, interschool sports, excursions, incursions 
and camps? 
All are not able to proceed at this time.  
 

• How regularly will our school be cleaned? 
Enhanced cleaning in schools will continue for the remainder of the year. This will provide 
progressive cleaning of high-touch points and other surfaces throughout the day, requiring an 
additional six hours of cleaning per day. 

 
More information about the return to school and coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found on the Department’s 
website, which will continue to be updated: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 
 
Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time. I will be sending out our revised 
Arrival and Departure Guidelines tomorrow for your information. We look forward to welcoming our 
students back to the classroom on Monday.  
 
Kind Regards, 
Rod McKinlay 
Principal 



 


