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Term 1 

Week 1 

31st January 2020 

  

Pride in Performance 

 

2020 
 

Term 1  

Monday 3rd February   Preps Commence 9.00am to 3.30pm  

      everyday except Wednesdays for the month of February 

Tuesday 4th February   Student Banking resumes 

Friday 7th February   Subway & Miss Peppercorn lunch orders resume 

Tuesday 18th February   Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Wednesday 19th February  Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Monday 9th March   Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 11th March   Grade 4 Excursion to Fitzroy Gardens 

Tuesday 17th March   School Photos 

Friday 20th March    Sibling and Special Group Photos 

Friday 27th March    End Term 1—Finish 2.30pm 

 

Term 2 

Monday 13th April    Easter Monday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 14th April    Term 2 starts 

Saturday 18th April   Templeton turns 40!  Birthday Celebrations 10.00am—5.00pm 

Saturday 25th April   ANZAC Day 

Calendar 

mailto:templeton.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 CLASSROOM  VISITS  

 It was wonderful to visit each classroom on 

 Wednesday and welcome all our students 

back to school and in particular those new to Templeton.  

Our Prep students had their first day today and looked very grown up in 

their new school uniforms! 

To commence the year we will be holding our Parent/Teacher Interviews on Tuesday 18th February and 

Wednesday 19th February. The purpose of the interview is twofold.  Parents and guardians are 

encouraged to attend to: 

 Meet their child’s teacher to begin an effective home/school partnership. 

 Provide information to teachers regarding their child’s strengths, talents, issues or concerns.   

Information shared by parents to teachers will assist us to plan for and work as effectively as 

possible with you and your child throughout the year. 

 

Bookings for interviews can be done through Xuno from Friday 7th February.  

 
PARENT COMMUNICATION - GRADE LEVEL BLOGS 

 

Over the last couple of years I have been talking and listening to parents about how we communicate 

information from school to home. Our new Xuno App has made a significant difference to how we 

communicate information about incursions/excursions and made the payment of fees easier and this 

has been a welcome addition to our suite of communication strategies.  

 

In addition to this, one of the main things that parents would like to know more about is what is 

happening in their child’s classroom. As a result of these conversations, in 2020 we will be focussing on 

developing our Grade Level Blogs which can be accessed on our website.  

 

In developing this new avenue of communication, it’s important to highlight here that communication is 

two way and we understand that we could put all the information in the world on the blogs but if 

parents don’t take the time to access them then there is little point – a little like the newsletter we send 

out each fortnight!  

 

Principal 



 

Throughout the year, I will be continually reminding parents to take the time to access our blogs from 

mid Term 1 so that you can be informed about our curriculum and the classroom activities that your 

child is involved in. It will take us a little time to get each grade level blog to a level that we are happy 

with for you to start viewing them, with a view to continuing to develop them throughout the course of 

the year. I encourage you to contact me at school with any suggestions you may have regarding the 

content you may like to see in the blog.  

  

I will let you know via the newsletter (so you must keep reading it!) when our blogs are ready to go! 

 

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLANS AT TEMPLETON 

Site Masterplan 

Last year we completed our site masterplan and I look forward to sharing this with our community 

shortly; and yes it does include a full size gym! 

It’s Had its Time! 

This term, replacement of the Prep/Grade 1 playground at the front of the school will commence. All 

going well our new playground will be in place for Term 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAINTING 

Painting in the office foyer and Library/Art corridors is now complete and has freshened up the area 

markedly.  

 

STUDENT & STAFF TOILETS 

Plans for the redevelopment of our student and staff toilets will get underway this term and I look 

forward to sharing our new designs with you later in the year. 

 

ICT UPDATE 

20 new laptops in the Grade 2 area with a further 20 being introduced shortly. 

40 new laptops in the Grade 6 area, 10 for each class. 

 

Our ICT plans include an updating of equipment throughout the school over the next two years. As part 

of this, we will be trialling new interactive boards in a couple of classrooms this year with a view to 

updating all our interactive whiteboards in each classroom over the next few years. 



 

I look forward to keeping you all up to speed with developments around our school whilst continuing to 

improve our academic ranking, which currently sits in the top 5% of schools in Victoria and Australia as 

published in the media last year!  

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

There are many ways that we seek contribution and support from our parent body. One of which is the 

governing body of our school, School Council. School Council is made up of staff members, parents and 

community members.  

 

Our School Council typically meets eight times each year on a Monday at 5.00pm. In addition, we request 

councillors to obtain a Working with Children’s Check and to be involved in sub-committees (other 

members of our community also contribute to these sub-committees as well) which are determined each 

year. In 2020 we have the following sub-committees: 

 

*Education    *Fundraising     *Finance     *Facilities 

 

A typical term of membership to School Council is two years but on some occasions councilors may opt to 

only serve for one year.  

 

We are now starting the process to elect members to the School Council for 2020. A nomination form is 

attached to this letter or can be obtained from the school office and must be lodged at the office by     

4.00pm on Monday 10th February 2020. 

 

If the number of nominations is equivalent to the number of vacancies, no elections will be required. 
Please do not hesitate to speak with me should you require any additional information. 

 
FAQ: What is a School Council and what does it do? 

All Government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are 

given powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a 

school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its 

students.  

 

Who is on the School Council? 

There are three possible categories of membership: 

 A mandated elected Parent category. More than one third of the total members must be from this 

category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be parent members at their 

child’s school as long as they are not employed at the school. 



  

 A mandated elected DET employee category. Members of this category may make up no more 

than one third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is 

automatically one of these members. 

 An optional Community member category. Its members are appointed by a decision of the 

council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to 

be Community members. 

The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each year, creating 

vacancies for the annual school council elections. 

 

Why is Parent membership so important? 

Parents on School Council provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape 

the direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a school council find their 

involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 

 

How can you become involved? 

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots 

are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. In view of this, 

you might seriously consider standing for election as a member of the school council encouraging 

another person to stand for election. 

 

Do I need special experience to be on school council? 

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with 

others to help shape the school’s future.  

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CORONAVIRUS 
 
Please keep an eye on your Xuno App for updates on how we are travelling at Templeton. 

 

40 SPEED ZONES 

School speed limits apply outside every school in Victoria to increase the safety for our most vulnerable 

road users - children. 

 

All Victorian drivers are reminded that school speed limits will apply across Victoria from Wednesday 

29th January 2020. 

 

Speed limits will be reduced to 40km/h outside schools in the morning from 8.00am to 9.30am and in 

the afternoon from 2.30pm to 4.00pm. 



 

 

For information on school speed zones visit the VicRoads website. While you're there, check out their 

fun and informative road safety apps for kids. 

 

ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

 

The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development does not provide personal accident 

insurance for students. Parents are generally responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for 

injured students, including any transport costs.  Ambulance cover could be one consideration as the 

school will not hesitate to call an ambulance if we are concerned for a child’s wellbeing. 

 

The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development states that reasonable low cost 

accident insurance policies are available from the commercial insurance sector. For those parents who 

seek personal cover, details of an insurer who offers individual accident insurance for $29 for the year is: 

 

EBM INSURANCE BROKERS and the link is https://www.ebminsurance.com.au/personal-cover/student

-cover.php 

 

PERSONAL GOODS BROUGHT TO SCHOOL AT OWNER’S RISK 

 

The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development does not hold insurance for personal 

property brought to schools. Principals are requested to remind students and parents/guardians of this 

at the beginning of each academic year and to discourage parents/students from bringing any 

unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school. Please, try and avoid bringing these items as it can 

be most upsetting for all concerned when items do go missing. 

 

SUN SMART 

During term one, please remember that hats are compulsory at all times when 

outside at school (including Phys Ed sessions).  As a school that supports 

Sunsmart policies, we strictly enforce the use of hats. 

Remember these 5 SunSmart steps during the sun protection times, even if it’s 

cool or cloudy 

1. Slip on covering clothing. If you can see skin, UV can reach it.  

2. Slop on SPF 30 or higher broad spectrum sunscreen. Apply sunscreen before going outdoors. 

3. Slap on a sun protective hat. The best hat shades the head, face, eyes, ears and neck.  

4. Seek shade. Shady spaces help block some of the sun’s UV but not all so you still need to wear hats, 

clothing and sunscreen even in the shade.  

5. Slide on sunglasses. If practical, help protect your child’s eyes with sunglasses. 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/driver-safety/speeding/school-speed-zones
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/vicroads-mobile-apps
https://www.ebminsurance.com.au/personal-cover/student-cover.php
https://www.ebminsurance.com.au/personal-cover/student-cover.php


 

For further information go to: 

www.sunsmart.com.au 

Students who don’t have a hat will be directed to play in a designated shade area.  

 

HOT WEATHER 

 

On days of extreme heat, students will remain in their classrooms with all staff sharing the supervision of 

grades. This will only apply to days of extreme and excessive heat and will operate similarly to the wet 

day timetable. 

 

2019 was a wonderful year at Templeton and 2020 is shaping up as an even better one! I wish you and 
your family all the best for a great year.   

 

 

Rod McKinlay 

Principal  



 
 

School Council Elections                                                 
Schedule 5A: Self-nomination Form  

for Parent Member Category  
2020 TEMPLETON PRIMARY SCHOOL COUNCIL 

 
 

I wish to declare my candidacy for an elected position as a parent/guardian representative on the 2020 
Templeton Primary School Council: 

 
 

 
 

 
Name……………………………………………………………………………………..…  
 
Residential address …………………………………………………………………………  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………  
 
Home telephone…………………………………….………  
 
Business telephone …………………………………………  
 
Email…………………………………………………………………………………………  
 
I am the parent/guardian of …………………………………………………………………, who is/are currently enrolled at 
this school.  
 
 
I am an employee of the Department of Education and Training  
Yes / No (please circle)  
 
 
I am prepared to serve as a Parent member of the above-named school council. I hereby declare that I 
am not an undischarged bankrupt and that I am not currently serving a sentence for an indictable 
offence.  
 
 
Signature of Candidate…………………………………………… Date…………….………  
 

You will be notified when your nomination has been received. 

 



 

2020 TEMPLETON PRIMARY SCHOOL STAFF 

 
Level Teacher Room 

PS Janice Siladi 3 

PZ Stella Zhang 4 

PF Emma Finn 1 

PV Vanessa Grasso 2 

PG Katarina Govic 55 

1N Maddy Nelson 26 

1S Sharrelle Nicholas 28 

1W Natasha Walsh 29 

1C Lisa Corrie 27 

2W Vicki Wingate 5 

2M Jessica McCasker 6 

2J Tanya Jenkinson 9 

2D Geoff Dawson 10 

3A Andrea McGrath 7 

3M Alexandra Murphy 8 

3C Kaspar Sussman 11 

3P David Poulton 12 

4S Pav Sidhu 13 

4K Karl Fernando 14 

4F Melissa Forrest 15 

4W Adam Williams 16 

5L Veronica Lay 18 

5H Laura Horne 19 

5S Nicole Sullivan 20 

5M Hugh Morton 21 

6H Megan Hall 22 

6D Ganaelle deRosbo 23 

6N Jeremy Nelson 24 

6P Kristy Phang 25 

Library Kristy Waack, Amanda Gilmore,  Robin Miao, Jennie Glembin 31 

Art Jane Jelley, Xiaomei Lin 34 

Performing Arts Pam Wood, Helen Taylor 48 

Physical Education Fiona Potter, Jen Schanssema 35 

ICT Aidan Schanssema, Jen Schanssema 17 

Chinese Xiaomei Lin, Robin Miao 51 

Director of Teaching: Literacy Ayse Bavage 44 

Director of Teaching: Numeracy Di Hynes 46 

Assistant Principal Andrea Edwards 42 

Assistant Principal Marc Crilly 40 

Principal Rod McKinlay 41 

Office Staff Pam Raines, Cheryl Hudson, Trudy O’Neill, Sashka Pemberton   



 



 

 

 

 

TEMPLETON IS TURNING 40! 

SAVE THE DATE  

Saturday April 18th 2020 

  

Celebrating 40 years of Templeton Primary School at our 

Family Fun Day on Saturday April 18th 2020 

Where: Templeton Primary 

Time: 10am -5pm 

 Rides, BBQ, Food Vans, Devonshire Tea, Market Stalls, Lucky Dips, Entertainment 

(Local and Global), Raffles, Games, Competitions, Craft Activities and a Petting Zoo 

 

As you know plans for our 40th Birthday celebrations are well on the way. If you are someone who is interested in purchasing 
a market stall site on the day (Saturday 18th April, 2020) please contact Ange Van Grondelle on angevang@bigpond.com. We 
are seeking stall holders from our community who sell quality homemade items or self-made business initiatives. The market 
will be one of many great attractions at our Family Fun Day. 
 

Wristbands are now on sale via XUNO and the school office 

A wristband will allow you unlimited rides ALL DAY for the bargain price of $25.00! 

Turbo Tubs, Fantasy Island, Chair-o-Plane, Atomic Drop Slide, Mega X Treme, Inflatable Basketball Comp, Dunk 

Tank (with Mr McKinlay and Mr Crilly in their Richmond and Collingwood jumpers) and a Petting Zoo 

 
Our enthusiastic committee of parents and staff are working hard.  There will be plenty of opportunities for families to help 
out on the day.   Our volunteer coordinator is Sharon Swalling and to sign up to help please contact her via email on 
sharonswalling2@gmail.com 
 
We are calling for volunteers who are handy with the BBQ tongs, happy to sell drinks, snacks, ride tickets and run games.  
 
Mr Crilly will be in charge of local and global entertainment.  Any ideas are welcome! 

 

 
 

 

Mrs Andrea Edwards—Assistant Principal  

mailto:angevang@bigpond.com


 



 
CSEF 2020—Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover costs of school excursions, incursions, 
camps and sporting activities. 
 
New applicants should contact the office to obtain a CSEF application form and lodge at the office ASAP. Your health care 
card must be valid on the first day of Term 1 or for later applications first day of Term 2 2020 .  This includes all new families 
to Templeton Primary. 
 
If you received CSEF in 2019 at Templeton Primary, and your family circumstances remain the same, you do NOT need to 
apply again, we will Automatically apply for 2020. 
 
However, If your family circumstances have changed, concession card number changed, have new or exiting siblings you 

must Fill in a new application form. 

 

 

 

Mrs Cheryl Hudson—Administration 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

2020 STATE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS AND TERM DATES 

 

Term 1   Tuesday 28th January to Friday 27th March 2020 

 

Term 2   Tuesday 14th April to Friday 26th June 2020 

 

Term 3   Monday 13th July to Friday 18th September 2020 

 

Term 4   Monday 5th October to Friday 18th December 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Subway and Miss Peppercorn lunch orders will resume on  

Friday 7th February 2020.  

 

Thanks to everyone for your support. 

 



 


