Pride in Performance

TERM 2
Week 6
30th May 2019

Templeton Primary School
Crestdale Road, Wantirna 3152
Telephone 9801 7450 Facsimile 9800 3547
Email templeton.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
TERM 2
Friday 31st May
Monday 3rd June
Tuesday 4th June
Wednesday 5th June
Thursday 6th June
Friday 7th June
Monday 10th June
Wednesday 12th June
Thursday 13th June
Friday 14th June
Monday 17th June
Tuesday 18th June
Wednesday 19th June
Monday 24th June
Wednesday 26th June
Thursday 27th June
Friday 28th June

Curriculum Day—Student Free Day
Grade 4 Incursion Michael Wagner
Division Cross Country
Subway Lunch for Prep to Grade 2
Grade Prep Incursion Bunnings Pot Planting
Subway Lunch for Grade 3 & 4
Subway Lunch for Grade 5 & 6
Winter Sports Day #1
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
Grade 3 Boomerang Incursion
Grade 6 Musical Rehearsal
Grade 1 Incursion Kylie Dunstan
Winter Sports Day #2
State Schools Spectacular Regional Rehearsal
Reports available on XUNO
Parent/Teacher Interviews Night 1
Parent/Teacher Interviews Night 2
Grade 6 Musical Dress Rehearsal
Grade 6 Musical Night 1 Forest Hill College Theatre
Grade 6 Musical Night 2 Forest Hill College Theatre
End of Term 2—Finish 2.30pm

PRINCIPAL’S DESK
LAST WEEK’S CLASSROOM VISIT
Last week I visited our new Lego Engineering Club whilst they were making electric
powered windmills.

And then of course we had our Open Night last week with a special visitor to our Library! What a
wonderful community evening it was!

BUILDING CONFIDENCE
Congratulations to all of our students who did their very best throughout the NAPLAN testing. Some
parents may have been concerned regarding the level of anxiety that some children were feeling before
the testing. I can assure you that our students were well prepared in knowing what sort of things to
expect on the test to the best of our knowledge and encouraged to try their best.

PRINCIPAL’S DESK
It is natural for children to feel a little nervous about doing something new but each new experience, if
handled appropriately can build confidence and emotional resilience. As children progress through their
schooling they will invariably be asked to sit numerous tests. It is a part of school life to prepare, do your
best and then move on to the next challenge. It is character building. So whilst I can appreciate that
these tests do cause a degree of anxiety in some children, we will be moving on to exciting learning
opportunities and any worries about the testing can be put aside. In terms of the results, we tend to use
school wide results and track the growth of cohorts of students, rather than focus on a one off individual
result.
Building confidence in our children is an ongoing effort that all parents can embrace at any time of the
day in a range of interactions and activities. We also need to be aware that we can unintentionally affect
our children’s self-confidence by our own language and behaviour. Instilling confidence takes more than
heaping praise on children. Here are 10 practical confidence-building strategies for parents of children
and young people.
Children with healthy self-esteem and self-confidence learn more, achieve more and are generally
happier than those with low confidence levels. Building children’s and young people’s confidence is
complex. It’s more than being a praise robot and heaping positive comments on a child at the first sign of
them doing something well. Confidence building requires a number of approaches that impact on how
they think, how they feel and what they can do.
Here are eleven practical strategies that you can use to build real self-confidence in kids of all ages:
1. Model confident thinking
Children soak up the language, thinking and behaviour of those closest to them in their environment.
Parents and teachers, play a part in modelling confident thinking and behaviour particularly when it
comes to tackling new activities. In particular, let kids hear positive self-talk when you tackle something
new. They should hear something like, “I’ll have a go at this. If I don’t do so well then I can try again
tomorrow.” This is far more effective than “I’m no good at this. I’ll probably muck it up.”
2. Focus on effort & improvement
Current thinking shows that people who believe that they can increase their intelligence through effort
and challenge actually get smarter and do better in school, work, and life over time. One way to develop
a growth mindset is to focus your language on effort and improvement rather than on the results of what
they do. By linking success with effort you are teaching them success comes from something other than
purely their ability, talents or smarts.
3. Praise strategy
While effort is key for achievement, it's not the only thing. Children need to try new strategies and seek
input from others when they're stuck. They need this repertoire of approaches – not just sheer effort – to
learn and improve. It helps too to focus language on better and smarter ways on improving. Comments
such as “That was a smart idea to tackle the hardest task while you were fresh!” (strategy) and “You
recognised the first few steps were the most important but then after that you were right” are
descriptive statements that have significant instructional value for children.
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4. Develop self-help skills from an early age
A child’s self-esteem comes as a result of his or her successes and accomplishments. The most important
competencies to build confidence are basic self-help skills. These form the building blocks upon which
other competencies such as organisational skills and many social skills are formed.
5. Give them real responsibility
From a young age start giving children responsibility for some aspects of their lives. By giving kids
responsibility for many aspects of their lives we are sending a powerful message that we think they are
capable. Also they are learning the skills necessary to care for themselves.
6. Practise unconditional acceptance
Your ability to accept children and young people’s best efforts in any area of endeavour, irrespective of
the results, will go a long way toward to determining their self-esteem and confidence. If a child makes
their bed to the very best of their ability, resist fixing it, even though it may fall short of your adult
standards. Instead remind them next time of how to do it well.
7. Expand their horizons
Some kids are confident and capable at home but are fearful and nervous when it comes to new social
situations and unfamiliar environments. Children today, have less opportunity than those in the past to
negotiate and explore unpredictable situations. Wherever possible look for opportunities to expand
children’s horizons to include unfamiliar places and unfamiliar locations including catching public
transport and walking to friends’ places unattended when capable.
8. Recognise improvement
Focus your comments on children’s effort and improvement rather than on winning the game or getting
top marks. Help kids set realistic goals in line with their capabilities and interests. Learning five new
spelling words a week maybe more realistic than 20 words that his school may require.
9. Put the training wheels on to support learning
Putting training wheels on a bike is a great way to teach a young child to ride. They keep them upright
and mobile while get they are getting the knack of balancing. We can use the same principle to support
kids learning while they develop independence in many areas of life. For instance, we can accompany
anxious children to birthday parties and stay for a short time so they become comfortable before leaving.
10. Build teaching and training into your day
Teaching and training needs to be part of the everyday repertoire of a parent. This means we need to add
a little extra time to many of our interactions so we can help children acquire many of the basic skills of
living, whether it is a young child learning to do up his or her shoelaces or a teenager learning how to fill
out his or her tax form for a part-time job. When adults are busy it is often easier to do things ourselves.
11. Ask children for help
Doing things together is a great way to build competency and build the confidence that mastery brings. A
simple way to initiate joint activity is to ask your child or young person to give you hand with something.
Better still, get them to teach you or show you how to do something you are unfamiliar with. Being a
teacher rather than the learner is a great confidence-builder particularly for those children who struggle
with activities that others find easy.

PRINCIPAL’S DESK
Most importantly, great parents and teachers have a knack of communicating confidence in kids. They
find ways to let children know that they believe in them – that they know their kids will perform and
succeed, that they have faith that they can deal with life’s challenges and know that they can become
more independent.
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
ENROLMENTS CLOSING: We are surprisingly still receiving applications from current families for siblings
commencing school in 2020. Applications are closing on Friday 14th June. Please check with the office to
ensure your child is enrolled and you have received a confirmation letter from me. With close to 200
applications received for 100 spots I would hate to disappoint a current family by not being able to offer a
position due to a late enrolment form!
STUDENT FREE - CURRICLUM DAY: Friday 31st May.
Have a great long weekend everyone.
Rod McKinlay
Principal
PS
Where could you find a Turbo Tub, Dunk Tank, Fantasy Island, a Petting Zoo, Chair-o-plane, a gourmet
BBQ and loads more family fun?

TEMPLETON IS TURNING 40!
SAVE THE DATE- Saturday April 18th 2020
Celebrating 40 years of Templeton Primary School at our

Family Fun Day on Saturday April 18th 2020
Where: Templeton Primary
Time: 10am -5p

Templeton Primary School

Family Technology Challenge 2019

This year’s challenge was to:
‘Design and build a unique carnival game of chance using recycled materials’
The challenge is designed to be completed as a family project.
Thank-you to everyone who participated in this year’s challenge. The designs were amazing and the comments from the
community testing them couldn’t believe they were designed by our students. Well done to all.
On the night we had a voting system where we asked people to vote for their favourite design. There were 110 votes in total,
with each design receiving multiple votes.
The winner of this year’s challenge was Maedy McClean in Year Five with her beautifully presented basketball game made in
conjunction with her dad. Many elements needed to be considered when putting this together which we are sure they had
fun exploring. Well done Maedy.
Congratulations also to Even, Annabelle and Daniel for coming second and third respectively.
1st Maedy – Year 5










Carnival Design Award winners
Harper -Year 4
Oliver- Year 6
Tristan – Year 5
Jadelyn- Year 6
Tavishi– Year 2
Zoe – Year 3 & Liana – Prep
Ava – Year 2 & Lila- Prep
Ryan – Year 2

Mrs Jane Jelley & Mrs Xiao-mei Lin

2nd Even – Year 3

3rd Annabelle- Year 4 & Daniel- Year 1

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2019
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge has begun and it is an expectation that all Templeton
Primary School students will take part. It is not a competition, but a personal challenge for children to
read or experience a set number of books by August 23rd 2019.
To complete the challenge, students in Prep to Grade 2 will experience 30 books with their teachers at
school, and students in Grades 3 - 6 are challenged to read 15 books. Therefore it is not necessary for
students in the junior school (Prep - 2) to add books to their lists themselves.
Students in Grades 3 - 6 can add books to their list online by logging on using the website below, or via
the direct link on the Templeton website. Usernames and passwords will be handed out by classroom
teachers.
Once the challenge is completed students will need to print out their book list, have it signed by a
parent or guardian to confirm books have been read and then give it to their teacher. All children who
meet the challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier.
For more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, please visit:
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc

Good luck and happy reading!

Miss Laura Horne
Premiers’ Reading Challenge Coordinator

Visiting Author Sherryl Clark Teaches Grade Fives
About Her Life As A Writer
Our reflections:
Holly
I learnt a lot from Sherryl Clark. I learnt that if you
want to write stories you it is a good idea to have an
ideas book to put all of your story ideas in. Half of
the books that she has written are based on her life
and half of them are imaginary, which I find very
interesting. Sherryl Clark said that in a poem every
word counts. Sherryl has written more children’s
books than adult books. She is an amazing writer.
Her first book that was ever published is about a girl
who wanted to learn ballet. I cannot wait to read
more of her books in the future.
Alannah
I loved the Sherryl Clark author incursion today. I
liked how she had everything organised and that she
had a lot of time for us to ask lots of questions. I
learnt that you should keep developing the problem
in a story and use similes and metaphors. I will now
use similes and metaphors more and develop the
problem in my writing.
Jake
Today I learnt all about shape poems that are the shape of the subject of the poem. Sherryl also told us
that we can reflect on our lives in the past to make a story. It can be a funny or scary moment or we
can make up a brand new imaginary story to write.
Abbey
I learnt that Sherryl used to live on a farm and wrote 71 children’s books and 8 adult books. Also she
had her first ever children’s book called “The Too Tight Tutu” on sale for 20 years and most books are
only for sale for three.

Mrs Nicole Sullivan—Grade 5 Teacher

2019 TEMPLETON PRIMARY SCHOOL
GRADE 6 MUSICAL
Did you know that every year our amazing Grade 6
children perform in a spectacular musical production,
which the whole family will love?
This year we take you back, back, back to prehistoric
times, to the town of Rock Bottom.
Here you’ll meet Cavies, Egg Heads, Mini Miners, our
hero – Bobby Cobblestone and even a dinosaur or two!
Tickets for our Grade 6 families go on sale through
Try Booking on the very first day of Term 2 and one
week later, we open bookings to the rest of our
school community.
Write the dates in your diary as shows sell out
very quickly.
WEDNESDAY 26th AND THURSDAY 27th JUNE
(Last week of Term 2)
7.30 pm.
FOREST HILL COLLEGE THEATRE
(Mahoneys Road, Forest Hill)

Mrs Pamela Wood—Performing Arts Teacher

