Pride in Performance

TERM 1
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Crestdale Road, Wantirna 3152
Telephone 9801 7450 Facsimile 9800 3547
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www.templetonps.vic.edu.au

Week 1

5th February 2018

PRINCIPAL’S DESK:
CLASSROOM VISITS
Last week I had the opportunity to visit each classroom and welcome all our students
back to school and in particular those new to Templeton. Like me, I’m sure they will start
to feel a part of the school very quickly!

To commence the year we will be holding our Parent/Teacher Interviews on Tuesday 20
February and Wednesday 21 February. The purpose of the interview is twofold. Parents
and guardians are encouraged to attend to:



Meet their child’s teacher to begin an effective home/school partnership.

Provide information to teachers regarding their child’s strengths, talents, issues or concerns.
Information shared by parents to teachers will assist us to plan for and work as effectively as possible with you and your child
throughout the year.

Bookings for interviews can be done through Xuno from Wednesday 7 February.

SUN SMART
During Term 1 and 4 please remember that hats are compulsory at all times when outside at school. As a Sunsmart school we
strictly enforce the use of hats.
Remember these 5 SunSmart steps during the sun protection times, even if it’s cool or
cloudy
1. Slip on covering clothing. If you can see skin, UV can reach it.
2. Slop on SPF 30 or higher broad spectrum sunscreen. Apply sunscreen before going
outdoors.
3. Slap on a sun protective hat. The best hat shades the head, face, eyes, ears and neck.
Our school hats comply with Sun Smart regulations.
4. Seek shade. Shady spaces help block some of the sun’s UV but not all so you still need to wear hats, clothing and sunscreen
even in the shade.
For further information go to:
www.sunsmart.com.au
Students who don’t have a Sun Smart hat will be directed to play in a designated shade area.

PRINCIPAL’S DESK:
EVACUATION PRACTICE
This week on Thursday 8 February we will be holding a whole school Code Green Inside to Outside evacuation practice. With
the success of our lockdown earlier this week we anticipate another successful evacuation operation. Moving 718 students in
a calm and efficient manner requires a great deal of organisation and practice and I am pleased to say that Templeton has
developed outstanding evacuation plans in the event of unforeseen circumstances; as was highlighted earlier this week! You
will be reminded of this practice through Flexibuzz on the day.
PARENT CONTRIBUTIONS 2018
Charges to parents for the supply of Essential Education Items including student supplies and excursions as well as Voluntary
Payments for School Resources and Buildings were sent home last year. The school purchases all student supplies in good faith
for the new school year in one bulk order. This is done to minimise costs for everyone. Thank you to the many families who
have already made their payments. This is much appreciated.
Please note that all parents are required to pay for Essential Education Items. Parents are reminded to contact the office early
in the new school year to make an appointment with me or our Business Manager, Pam Raines, if a payment plan is required
to support the payment of charges. All meetings are strictly confidential.
SCHOOL COUNCIL:
Information regarding School Council nominations will be sent out shortly. If you are thinking of taking on a role within our
school and using your expertise to ensure the continued development of our school, please consider talking to me about the
possibility of joining our School Council. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you would like any further information
regarding our School Council.
ABSENCES:
A reminder that students are expected at school at 8.45am each day. If your child is going to be absent, it is vital that parents
enter the student absence on Xuno or contact our Office by 9.15am so that we can ensure our records are accurate and that
we know where our students are at all times. Students arriving late to school, after 9.00am must be signed in at the office by
their parent. Thank you for your support in this matter.

PERSONAL GOODS BROUGHT TO SCHOOL:
The Department of Education and Training (DET) does not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools. Principals
have been requested to remind students and parents/guardians of this at the beginning of each academic year and to
discourage parents/students from bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school. Please, try and avoid
bringing these items as it can be most upsetting for all concerned if items go missing or are damaged.

WORKING WITH CHILDREN’S CHECKS (WWCC)
We encourage and value parental and community support at Templeton Primary School. There are
many ways that parents, grandparents and friends can assist at our school. We encourage all parents
to obtain a Working with Children Check that will allow you to be very involved in your child’s
education. These checks are free for volunteers.
With so many students starting Prep at Templeton this year, parents of Prep students may be
interested in the following website which provides Tips for Parents of children starting school.
www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/primary/Pages/p4p.aspx
Finally, I take this opportunity to once again thank the Templeton community for the warm welcome you have extended to
me this week. I have certainly appreciated the friendly conversations of have shared with our students, parents and staff this
week and I look forward with great anticipation to what the years ahead will bring for our school.

Have a great weekend.
Rod McKinlay
Principal

